Cedar Cliff COVID-19 Protocol Community Information Update
August 11, 2021

As most of you are well-aware, the COVID pandemic lingers in the US and in the State of Ohio. There have been many
media reports of school district plans and protocols as we head into the new school year.

Recently, the Cedar Cliff Board of Education approved the school year beginning on a “mask optional” format to begin
the school year. While the district intends to begin the year making masks optional for parents and families, it should be
noted, other protocols will remain in place which were utilized in our successful 2020-2021 school year. Some of those
procedures include:

e Extra cleaning and sanitizing throughout the school day. -

e Eliminating drinking directly from drinking fountains and utilizing a cup/bottle filling process for students and
staff.

e  Masks will be mandated on all school buses and transportation—parents may choose to provide their own
transportation should they choose for athletic events.

e Classrooms will socially distance student seating to the maximum extent possible, attempting to reach a
minimum three foot distance between all student desks.

e Student seating will be tracked providing for health department tracking should individual quarantine
procedures be necessary.

e Classroom activities will be limited in duration when students are working together in close proximity.

e Students and staff are encouraged to remain at home should either exhibit any symptoms related to COVID-19.
Families should monitor student health closely and refrain from sending students to school when/if they are
exhibiting COVID symptoms. Students may be sent home from school should a fever be present or if the health
of other students/staff could be affected.

e COVID case and quarantine numbers will be closely monitored and additional safety measures shall be put in
place should the data and numbers warrant a change—parents are informed to be ready for a change with short
notice as the COVID pandemic can be difficult (if not impossible) to predict how individual schools will be
affected.

An important note on masks/vaccines:

The Cedar Cliff Local School District will be following the quarantine practices established by the Ohio and
Greene County Health Departments as well as the CDC. It is the goal to keep students in school to the greatest extent
possible—for that to happen, families are strongly encouraged to utilize masks and, if possible, obtain the COVID vaccine
and consult with their family’s medical provider.

Below is a chart illustrating when the district will be required to quarantine students—it should be noted, a
quarantine will be from both the school setting AND any Extra or Co-curricular activities. We want to stress, it is almost
a certainty your child will be quarantined from school and extra activities should you choose to not obtain the vaccine
or utilize masks during the school day. It is in the position/desire to keep students in school that the district strongly
encourages mask use in indoor settings while honoring a family’s right to choose what is best for their individual
situation. However, the district also wants to reiterate, should the numbers warrant a change, the district reserves the
right to put safety measures in place for students and staff. Safety measures may include mandating masks at some
point in the future should the need arise.

Parents should expect to complete a form indicating their preference of mask usage for the beginning of the
school year. We understand decisions could change, but parents will be expected to return the paperwork for their
individual preference during the first week of the year.



Health Department Quarantine Flowchart Decision Matrix:

Guidelines for Quarantine After Exposure in K-12 Classroom Settings
This chart can help guide quarantine decisions after a student or adult contact is exposed lo someone with COVID-19 in the classroom setting.
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If you recall, last year, the numbers of sick/quarantined students reached a point that the district needed to shut down
and utilize virtual instruction for a period of approximately 2-3 weeks. While we hope to avoid that instructional
strategy this year, families and staff are encouraged to plan and make arrangements now should that need arise again.
Again, every aspect of this pandemic has been impossible to predict so everyone’s ability/willingness to adapt and be
flexible is of the utmost importance.

The district will continue to communicate on a regular basis so families are aware of the ever-changing landscape
regarding guidelines, mandates, and safety. We ask, yet again, for your patience and willingness to work with us
through these challenging times.

In spite of these challenges, we look forward to a great start to the school year—we are happy to continue with face-to-
face instruction and we believe we will have a wonderful and exciting academic year.

Best Regards,

Chad Mason, Superintendent
Cedar Cliff Local School District
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Guidelines for Quarantine After Exposure in K-12 Classroom Settings

While great strides have been made in controlling the spread of COVID-19, the virus remains a threat, and the
ongoing health and safety of K-12 students, staff, and volunteers remains paramount. Ohio’s goal is to keep K-12
students in school, in person five days a week. Students benefit cognitively, emotionally, and
developmentally from in-person learning.

This guidance can help guide quarantine decisions after a student or adult contact is exposed to someone with
COVID-19 in the classroom setting.

As Ohio prepares to enter the 2021-22 academic year, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) recommends in its
COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools following layered prevention strategies that
were remarkably effective at controlling COVID-19 during the 2020-21 school year. These include strongly
recommending vaccination for those who are eligible; strongly recommending use of face masks in K-12 settings,
particularly for those who are not fully vaccinated; maximizing distance between people; prompt identification and
providing appropriate care for people exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19; practicing good hygiene; and routine
environmental cleaning and disinfection.

Modified quarantine procedures for K-12 schools

The K-12 school environment is a setting in which layered public health strategies have been shown fo be effective
at reducing spread of COVID-19. During the 2020-21 school year, Ohio modified standard quarantine procedures for
K-12 students based upon studies and pilot evaluations, including the Ohio Schools COVID-19 Evaluation, which is
further supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC’s) new Close Contact K-12 Exception.
Modified quarantine procedures will continue as Ohio schools begin the 2021-22 school year. With layered
prevention strategies in place, more students will be able to remain in the classroom and continue participating in
sports and extra-curricular activities.

COVID-19 vaccines are highly effective at preventing severe illness; while some infections are expected to occur in
fully vaccinated people, these breakthrough infections are typically mild. To help prevent the potential spread of
COVID-19 and keep students in school, everyone should follow recommended prevention measures after possible
exposure to COVID-189.

The below guidance can be used to address COVID-19 exposures in K-12 in-person learning environments and
on required school transportation (e.g., school buses). Consult with your local health department if you have
questions or concerns about quarantine procedures.

Please note that this guidance applies for contacts who have been exposed to someone with COVID-19. The person who
tested positive for COVID-19 should follow standard isolation procedures.

e Quarantine is not necessary for students and adults possibly exposed to COVID-19 in K-12 school settings,
regardless of vaccination status, if ALL the following prevention measures have been in place:
o Masking for students and staff (regardless of vaccination status).
o Physical distancing is maximized (at least 3 feet between desks).
o Documented COVID-19 prevention policies (e.g., identification of individuals expenencmg symptoms,
strategies to increase ventilation, protocols for cleaning, etc.).
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o If not all prevention measures listed above were in place, quarantine is not necessary for fully vaccinated*
students and adults provided they adhere to the following precautions: Wear a mask indoors, as much as possible,
either for 14 days or until a viral (PCR or antigen) test performed three to five days after exposure has come back
as negative. In addition;

o Self-monitor for symptoms for 14 days following exposure; unless symptoms develop, individuals can
continue attending in-person class and participating in sports and extra-curricular activities.

o Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 should isolate away from others and be evaluated for COVID-19.
Testing for SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19) may be recommended in coordination with the
local health department, school, healthcare provider, or parents/guardians.

o Ifthey test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the date symptoms started (or the date of
the positive test if they have no symptoms).

o *Note: A person is considered fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving the second dose of a two-dose
vaccine (Moderna or Pfizer vaccine) or two weeks after receiving a single-dose vaccine (Johnson &
Johnson vaccine).

e Ifnot all prevention measures listed above were in place, quarantine is not necessary for students and adults
who are not fully vaccinated if the person who was exposed was wearing a face mask consistently and correctly
and physical distancing was maintained. However, they should take the following precautions:

o Wear a mask indoors, as much as possible, either for 14 days or until a viral (PCR or antigen) test
performed at least five days after exposure has come back as negative. While this negative result would
allow them to discontinue masking in school after day seven, we encourage them to continue masking.

o Self-monitor for symptoms for 14 days following exposure; unless symptoms develop, individuals can
continue attending in-person class and participating in sports and extra-curricular activities.

o Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 should isolate away from others and be evaluated for COVID-19.
Testing for SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19) may be recommended in coordination with the
local health department, school, healthcare provider, or parents/guardians.

o Ifthey test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the date symptoms started (or the date of
the positive test if they have no symptoms).

Quarantine should be required if the student or teacher is not fully vaccinated, and layers of prevention were not in
place as described above.

e If quarantine is necessary because layers of prevention were not in place as described above, it should last
for at least seven days since the last exposure, and the contact should have a negative viral (PCR or antigen) test
collected on or after day five. Individuals should watch for any signs or symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days.

o During quarantine, contacts should be advised to stay home and away from others as much as possible.
o Ifthey become symptomatic at any point, they should receive clinical evaluation or testing for COVID-19.

e The above guidelines for students and adults only apply to exposures occurring in classroom settings.
Individuals who are not fully vaccinated and exposed to COVID-19 outside of the school setting should refrain from
attending in-person school and participating in organized sports or extracurriculars throughout their quarantine
period.

Updated Aug. 9, 2021.

For additional information, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov.

For answers to your COVID-19 questions, call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634).

Your mental health is just as important as your physical health. If you or a loved one are experiencing anxiety
related to the coronavirus pandemic, help is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Call the COVID-19
CareLine at 1-800-720-9616.

r Forimore information;visit: coronavirus.ohio.qov:
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